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Operation Cast Lead — Week Two
Among the questions that were asked from our shlichim, educators, and community leaders:

Is 'Cast Lead' a 'Just War?' Is Israel's decision to launch a major military campaign a
situation of 'no choice?’

Unfortunately war is a tool of statecraft. However, the possession of power demands
responsible judgment regarding why, when, where, and how to exercise that power.

In the case of 'Operation Cast Lead,' the State of Israel possesses a clear cause for war -
defense of Israel's civilian population. A few points:

1. Although Israel occupied the Gaza Strip for 38 years (1967-2005), the Israeli
government unilaterally decided (without negotiations with the Palestinian
National Authority) to remove all Israeli civilian settlements and all Israeli military
installations from the Gaza. The Israeli disengagement from Gaza (completed on
12 September 2005) effectively transferred responsibility for Gaza and its residents
to the Palestinian National Authority. As of 15 June 2007, as a result of their violent
take over of the Gaza, the Hamas is the de facto sovereign on the ground and is
responsible for not only the welfare of the Palestinian public, but with maintaining
proper relations with those states bordering on Gaza.
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civilian population of Gaza. On 31

December 2008, only days after the opening of Operation Cast Lead, the IDF
facilitated the entry into Gaza of some 93 trucks containing humanitarian
donations such as food and medical supplies from several different countries and
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international organizations. As for the Hamas, they have repeatedly targeted the
border crossings with Israel in an attempt to undermine humanitarian efforts.
Hamas aspires to aggravate the already grave situation of Palestinian non-
combatants in a hope that world opion will turn an accusing finger against Israel.
The British House of Commons condemned Hamas’ obstruction of humanitarian
efforts, stating that the Hamas was pursuing - “A strategy of deliberately targeting
the crossings at the same time as saying to those of us in the international
community that this is a humanitarian catastrophe you cannot really justify." (July
2008, p. 14)

In the case that a reasonable cease fire agreement is able to be reached between
Israel and the Hamas, Israel would like to be in a position to ease access for needed
supplies to the Gaza Strip.

2. Since June 2007, the Hamas has tragically abused it's responsibilities as the de facto
sovereign in the Gaza. The smuggling of weapons and weapons parts through a
vast series of underground tunnels between Egypt and Gaza in the Rafiah area,
and the continuous rocket fire on Israeli civilian targets in the Western Negev

represents both an infringement on

Egyptian and Israeli territorial

integrity and political sovereignty.

Throughout the period discussed,

the Hamas continues their

imprisonment of Gilad Shalit, and
their refusal to honor any
international  conventions that
would provide notification to the
government of Israel and the Shalit
family regarding Gilad's welfare.

During periods of cease fire agreed

upon between Israel and the

Hamas, Hamas decreased but did

not cease rocket fire against civilian

Israeli targets. Based on the events

of the last week, it is also apparent

that the cease fire was exploited by
the Hamas for weapons acquisition and development. The extended capabilities
that make possible Hamas targeting of Israeli cities, towns, and villages up to 40
km (24.8 miles) distance from the Gaza Strip has placed over 900,000 Israelis within
striking range.

3. The most recent cease fire between Hamas and the State of Israel began in June
2008 and was agreed upon for a six month period ending in December 2008. After
Israeli troops prevented a terrorist incursion from the Gaza into Israel near Netiv
Ha'Asara on 23 December 2008, Hamas responded by shelling the Western Negev
with some 60 rockets and mortars on 24 December alone.

4. The most basic responsibility of a sovereign state towards its citizens is to protect
the right to life and ensure personal and communal security. Repeated and
increasing Hamas disregard for Palestinian welfare and for the welfare of Israeli
civilians is a clear and blatant justification of the Israeli right to self defense. In
addition, international law clearly classifies the targeting of civilian populations as
a war crime. The Geneva Conventions (internationally recognized documents
regulating behavior during war) state - "The civilian population as such, as well as
individual civilians, shall not be the object of attack. Acts or threats of violence the
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primary purpose of which is to spread terror among the civilian population are
prohibited." (Article 13, Protocol Il — 1977). It is for basic self defense and against
Hamas war crimes that Israel is currently fighting.

5. Even in, and perhaps especially in a case of 'Just War', it is incumbent on the
defender to make sure that their own behavior, especially with regards to civilian
populations, meets the very standards of morality and international law that they
claim to defend. As Michael Walzer writes, "It is perfectly possible for a just war to
be fought unjustly... It is right to resist aggression, but the resistance is subject to
moral (and legal) restraint." (Just and Unjust Wars. Basic Books, 1977, p. 21) For a
discussion about 'just war' theory in Jewish sources and the Israeli experience, see
Moshe Halbertal.

How does Israeli popular opinion stand with regards to the current operation?

As is to be expected at the initial outset of a military initiative, current Israeli polls point to
strong public support for 'Operation Cast Lead.' The Jerusalem Post published the results
of a poll by Geocartographic with 90 percent of the public supporting 'Operation Cast
Lead,' and 69% confident that the government is handling the offensive on Hamas in Gaza
in the appropriate manner. Haaretz reported that "A decisive majority of respondents
support continuing the army's air campaign against Hamas targets in the Gaza Strip
without endangering the lives of Israel Defense Forces soldiers in a ground offensive. Only
about 20 percent of respondents support expanding the operation into a ground
campaign - about the same proportion that supports an immediate cease-fire."

A number of demonstrations for and against Israeli military action in Gaza took place on
several of Israel's university campuses. Protests against the war by Israeli Arabs in the
Galilee turned violent when some participants attempted to block roads and threw rocks
at passing cars and police.

Israel's premier authors Amos Oz, A.B. Yehoshua, and David Grossman, in separate
statements, all announced their support of Israel's right to self defense, but also urged the
Israeli government to move towards a 48 hour trial cease fire. A similar idea was raised by
the French government, but was rejected at this stage by the Israeli government cabinet.
In the written press, Ari Shavit warns of what he call Israel-hating Israelis. And in the New
York Times, historian Benny Morris tries to place the 'Operation Cast Lead' in the wider
context of challenges facing Israel towards the middle of the 21 century.

The national elections that are currently scheduled for 10 February 2009 are also part of
the context of the current Israeli public debate. For example, a discussion that took place
at 1 January 2008 at 1230 on Israeli Army Radio centered on the politicization of security
decision making, and the risk of politicians using the current security situation to advance
the election chances for themselves and their parties.

The public discourse as played out in both the print and electronic media points to a
broad, but sober consensus supporting 'Operation Cast Lead.' The sobriety of public
discussion is in no small measure influenced by the Israeli public's sense that the mistakes
made by national leadership in the 2"* Lebanon War (Summer 2006) must not be repeated
today.
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Additional points are worth considering:

1. lIsrael, unlike the other Middle Eastern states, is a democracy. A central component
of Israel's strength is the maintenance of a vigorous, polyphonic public debate.
Especially at times of national stress, voices of criticism and even of opposition
need to be included and considered. As long as such voices operate within the
parameters of behavior sanctioned by democratic norms, Israel is a better place
because of the existence of, and the tolerance for dissent.

2. Although the public is currently, extremely supportive of 'Operation Cast Lead," if
the aerial operation moves to a prolonged Israeli ground operation in Gaza, it is
likely that public support will become increasingly ambivalent. Because of the
nature of the kind of intense, guerilla style combat that would characterize a
ground operation in Gaza, a growing number of casualties among Israeli troops
may generate a renewed and hotly passionate debate within Israel about the
current round of fighting, and our possibilities for the future.
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Miriam Ezra, 72, suffered a direct hit to her living room. Six
hours earlier her son had taken her to his home in Holon
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“A strategy of deliberately targeting the crossings at the same time as saying to
those of us in the international community that this is a humanitarian catastrophe
you cannot really justify." (July 2008, p. 14)
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"It is perfectly possible for a just war to be fought unjustly... It is right to resist aggression,
but the resistance is subject to moral (and legal) restraint." (Just and Unjust Wars. Basic
Books, 1977, p. 21)
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In English

Gaza tactics and long-term goals divide Israeli military analysts

Rory McCarthy

The Guardian 30 December 2008
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2008/dec/29/israel-gaza-military-strategy

In Dense Gaza, Civilians Suffer

Taghreed El-Khodary

Nytimes.com 31 December 2008
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/01/01/world/middleeast/01gaza.html? r=1&hp

s Israel too imprisoned in the familiar ceremony of war?
David Grossman

Haaretz 30 December 2008
http://haaretz.com/hasen/spages/1051008.html

Israelis who blame Israel are not helping the Palestinians
Ari Shavit

Haaretz 1 January 2009
http://www.haaretz.com/hasen/spages/1051661.html

Operation Cast Lead in Gaza is entering its problematic phase
Aluf Benn

Haaretz 30 December 2008
http://www.haaretz.com/hasen/spages/1051210.html

Preventing a ‘divine victory’

Ron Ben Yishai

ynetnews.com 30 December 2008
http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-3646747,00.html

War and Ethics in the IDF Ethical Code

Moshe Halbertal

Shalom Hartman Institute 12 March 2008
http://www.hartman.org.il/Opinion C View Eng.asp?Article 1d=65

What are Israel's options in the Gaza Strip?

Yossi Melman

Haaretz 1 January 2009
http://haaretz.com/hasen/spages/1051679.html

Why Israel Feels Threatened?

Benny Morris

nytimes.com 31 December 2008
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/30/opinion/30morris.htm|? r=1&em=&pagewa
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